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Ainhoa Salterain, Mayor of Amorebieta-Etxano
Erramun Osa, President of Urkiola Rural Development Association
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Good morning,
Thank you, and a warm welcome.

On behalf of the Urkiola Rural Development Association, and
in my capacity as President, it is my distinct honour to
extend a most cordial welcome to this European event,
which we are pleased to host here in Amorebieta-Etxano
within the framework of the FUTURAL project.
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It is a source of great pride for us to receive, over the course
of these two days, individuals dedicated to the sustainable
development of rural areas, representing a diversity of
regions and countries across Europe.

The FUTURAL project, co-financed by the European Union,
was conceived with a clear and ambitious aim: to equip
rural territories with digital and innovative tools that foster
resilience, sustainability, and quality of life.
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In a context where rural areas are frequently confronted
with challenges such as depopulation, limited access to
essential services, and digital exclusion, this project offers a
meaningful opportunity to shape the future from a local
standpoint, guided by a European vision.

Throughout these sessions, in addition to presenting the
core objectives and planned initiatives of the FUTURAL
programme, we will facilitate co-creation spaces designed
to directly gather insights, proposals, and needs from those
who live and work in rural environments.
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I wish to express my sincere gratitude to the Municipality of
Amorebieta-Etxano and to its Mayor, Ms. Ainhoa Salterain,
for their unwavering support and generous hospitality. I
also extend my deepest appreciation to all individuals,
institutions, and European partners whose commitment
and collaboration have made this project a reality.

I encourage all participants to take full advantage of these
days to exchange experiences, strengthen inter-territorial
connections, and forge lasting partnerships.
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It is only through concerted and collective effort that we will
be able to transform our rural communities into innovative,
vibrant, and forward-looking spaces.

Thank you once again, and welcome.
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Objectives of the EU Rural Innovation 
Forum and Purpose of the day

Ari Lomis, Agricultural University of Athens, FUTURAL Coordinator

1
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➔ Promote networking and synergies between key actors

in the rural ecosystem.

➔ Create a collaborative space for community-led

innovators, researchers, policymakers, and practitioners.

➔ Strengthen rural innovation ecosystems by facilitating

dialogue, learning, and co-creation.

➔ Support the adoption and scaling of Smart Solutions in

diverse rural contexts.

➔ Connect local experiences to EU policy, ensuring rural
voices shape future strategies and funding frameworks.

EU-RIF Objectives
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Who are here today? >100 confirmed participants

3EU Rural Innovation Forum | Amorebieta Etxano, Basque Country, Spain | 14 May
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➔ Explore local innovation through learning journeys from six FUTURAL pilot regions

➔ Showcase Smart Solutions developed in FUTURAL.

➔ Demonstrate the Metasearch Platform for accessing and connecting rural innovations

➔ Build digital competencies for smart rural communities

➔ Discuss the role of policy in enabling and scaling rural innovation

➔ Foster collaboration and dialogue among rural actors, experts, and policymakers

Purpose of the day
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Agenda (before lunch)
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Time Session Presenter

11.00 AM Welcome
Ainhoa Salterain, Mayor of Amorebieta Etxano
Erramun Osa, President of Urkiola Rural Development Association

11.15 AM
Objectives of the EU Rural 
Innovation Forum and 
Purpose of the day

Ari Lomis, Agricultural University of Athens, FUTURAL Coordinator

11.30 AM

Showcasing Learning 
Journeys: Insights from Five 
Rural Areas (Capacity Building 
Workshop session)

Chaired by Carlo Giua and Brigida Marovelli, University of Pisa

Presentations from:
• Irene Zuazo, Urkiola Rural Development Association, Basque Country, Spain
• Aksana Zachariva, Jonava Municipality, Lithuania
• Antonia Fatsea, Kytherian Foundation for Culture and Development, Greece
• Josef Fanninger, Regionalverband Pongau, Austria
• Jan Leicher, Provincie West- Vlaanderen, Belgium

1.00 PM Lunch Break
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Agenda (after lunch)
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Time Session Presenter

2.15 PM

FUTURAL Smart Solutions: 
Empowering Rural Innovation Nikos Tantaroudas, Institute of Communications and Computer Systems

Making Smart Solutions accessible 
with FUTURAL Metasearch Platform

Matei Popovici, Natural University of Science & Technology Politehnica of
Bucharest

3.00 PM

Building Digital Competencies for 
Smart Rural Communities: Tools and 
Insights (Capacity Building 
Workshop)

Chaired by Carlo Giua and Brigida Marovelli (University of Pisa), Leotrim 
Gërmizaj and Miodrag Matavulj (PREPARE- Partnership for Rural Europe), 
Louise Lennon and Vanessa Healhead (ERCA- European Rural Community 
Alliance)

4.30 PM Tea & Coffee Break

5.00 PM
Rural Innovation in Policies: Are 
Policies Less Smart Than Smart 
Rural Areas?

Raquel Pastor Carretero and Carla Lostrangio, EU Association for 
Innovation in Local Development

5.45 PM Stocktaking from the day Ari Lomis, Agricultural University of Athens, FUTURAL Coordinator
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innovative Smart Solutions for rURAL areas
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FUTURAL
21 partners 

10 EU countries

➔ Prototype, test, pilot, and 
demonstrate community-led, 
social, technological and 
business innovations

➔ Deliver a set of digital Smart 
Solutions to address key 
societal, environmental and 
financial challenges
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What are we going to do?
➔Prototype, test, pilot, and demonstrate community-

led innovations in 6 Multi-Actor Pilots across the EU

➔8 digital Smart Solutions (SS) under 5 SS domains to 
address societal and  environmental challenges in 
rural communities

➔SS will be accessible through an integrated
Metasearch Platform

➔Establish EU-RIF an event to promote networking and 
synergies between key actors in the rural ecosystem

➔An Open Call will fund additional projects to develop 
digital SS

➔Business Models, Governance Frameworks and
Policy Recommendations



futural-project.eu

Showcasing Learning Journeys:
Insights from Five Rural Areas
Capacity Building Workshop session
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Capacity Building and Digital Portfolio:  
MAPs learning journey
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Carlo Giua and Brigida Marovelli, University of Pisa
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CAPACITY BUILDING 

31° EU-RIF event | Amorebieta-Etxano | 14/05/2025 

A definition: Capacity building refers to structured initiatives designed to strengthen the 

knowledge, skills, competencies, systems, and resources of individuals, organizations, or 

communities, enabling them to achieve specific goals effectively and sustainably. It often 

includes training, networking, coaching, and institutional support.

Why is it especially necessary in rural areas?

★ Because of the persistent digital skills divide between urban and rural areas

★ The EU's Long-Term Vision for Rural Areas (LTVRA) recognizes the importance of

addressing the digital divide in rural areas to ensure they can fully benefit from the digital

transformation.

★ Capacity Building seen by European institutions as a critical determinant for the success

of EU-funded interventions and policy initiatives (OECD, 2020)
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CAPACITY BUILDING IN FUTURAL

41° EU-RIF event | Amorebieta-Etxano | 14/05/2025 

★ Aims at developing the capacity of rural communities to realise the potential of co-

created community-led innovations.

★ While innovations are being co-created with rural stakeholders participating in the Multi-Actor

Pilots (MAP), the Capacity Building Programme allows rural actors to acquire knowledge, skills,

and attitudes to embrace and implement a sustainable rural digitalization.

1. SETTING Identifying Target Groups and 
Learning Needs

2. DESIGN
Training content definition 

and/or assembly

3. DELIVERY Training modules delivery 

and refinement

4. 
EVALUATION

Feedback and assessment 

of the learning journey

Four phases of the FUTURAL CB Program
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DIGITAL PORTFOLIO

51° EU-RIF event | Amorebieta-Etxano | 14/05/2025 

A definition: An electronic portfolio is defined as a collection of authentic and diverse evidence, drawn 

from a larger archive, representing what a person or organisation has learned over time.

We have adapted this concept to align with the project’s goals and audience by drawing inspiration 

from the Journeyfolio, a term and approach developed by Rachel Fèlix, primarily utilised for personal 

learning and development.

In FUTURAL, the Digital Portfolio is a flexible and dynamic tool used to:

★ Monitor progress

★ Showcase achievements

★ Narrate the learning journey through multimedia storytelling.

During this session each MAP will be presenting an excerpt of their Digital Portfolio corresponding to the 
outcomes of the first part of the Capacity Building, with particular focus on the target groups involved and any 
specific learning needs identified during the workshops.
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DURANGALDEA 
(Basque Country,
Spain)
Learning Journey
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14th May 2025, Durangaldea, Spain
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CONTEXT

EU Rural Innovation Forum | Amorebieta Etxano, Basque Country, Spain | 14 May 7

• Durangaldea region, located at the
southeast of Bizkaia is composed by
13 different municipalities.

• The region's economy has been based
on the metallurgical and automotive
industries. Only 1% of the population
is dedicated to the first sector.

• Durangaldea is the sum of two
different environments: on the one
hand, the industrial area; and on the
other hand, the Urkiola natural park.
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KEY CHALLENGES
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Transport systems 
vulnerable to 

natural disasters

Availability of 
services and 

mobility provision
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SMART SOLUTIONS UNDER DEVELOPMENT
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Solution to transport systems 
vulnerable to natural disasters

Solution to availability of 
services and mobility provision

A crowdsensing platform will assess road 
networks and bridges based on rural traffic 
trends to help estimate the risk likelihood and 
severity of road network problems to anticipate 
preventive measures.

An online platform will monitor vital 
infrastructure, travel time to infrastructure or 
services (e.g., hospitals), hard-to-reach areas (e.g., 
firefighter access), and general accessibility.

Provider: Tecnalia Provider: DLR
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TARGET GROUPS 

10EU Rural Innovation Forum | Amorebieta Etxano, Basque Country, Spain | 14 May

• Working as a group brings out new 
needs and new ideas to include in the 
platforms.

• The solution providers need to give us 
more information on progress.

• Solution providers need to be able to 
say on the spot what is possible and 
what is not in order to optimize work 
time.
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LEARNING NEEDS 
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• Understand better the 
deficiencies of Durangaldea.

• Identify the needs that each 
stakeholder and destination has.

• Think and define all together the 
objectives that have to be 
achieved within the Futural 
project.
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KEY INSIGHTS AND REFLECTION
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Areas for improvement

Obstacles

Next steps
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Thank you for your attention!
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JONAVA
(Lithuania)
Learning Journey

futural-project.eu

14th May 2025, Durangaldea, Spain
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CONTEXT
The City of Jonava and its
district with about 42.000
inhabitants are being
developed as a harmonious
center of smart industry,
logistics, innovation and
national defence, nurturing
multicultural traditions,
distinguished by a developed,
environmentally and family
friendly infrastructure.
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KEY CHALLENGES
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SMART SOLUTIONS UNDER DEVELOPMENT
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TARGET GROUPS 
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The target groups identified in Jonava for
SS1:

1. Local authorities. Government of Jonava
District Municipality administration;
Director of administration of Jonava
municipality, deputy mayor of Jonava
municipality; representatives of
municipality administration various
sections and departments (investments
and innovation department; Agricultural
department; property and environmental
section);

2. Local municipality: residents of Jonava
city, farmers with farmer certificate;

3. Environmental organizations: NGO on
social development;

4. Local organisations. Union of local
farmers, local rural communities;
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LEARNING NEEDS 
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KEY INSIGHTS AND REFLECTION
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• Participation. The participants showed their interest to get more knowlegdes about
innovations and found sessions very engaging; felt good knowing that their opinion and
involvement mattered. It was good for them to know that they were part of it.

• Expect of needs. Great interest and attention to innovation, which is assessed as very
important process and when assessing feedback an integral part of development.

• Session format. Sessions format acceptable: seminars, creative workshops, trainings,
practical trainings.

• Age involved. A wide range of age diversity of participants. Both young and seniors are
interested and involved and feel improved their skills and some of participants become
familiar with the topic, would continue the analysis in that direction.

EU Rural Innovation Forum | Amorebieta Etxano, Basque Country, Spain | 14 May
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Thank you for your attention!
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Kythira
(Greece)
Learning Journey

futural-project.eu

14th May 2025, Durangaldea, Spain
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CONTEXT
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• Location: Southwestern Greece, at the 
crossroads of the Ionian, Aegean, and 
Cretan Seas. Diverse terrain with 
mountains, valleys, and beaches.

• Administration: Municipality including 
Antikythera, part of the Attica region.

• Population: Approximately 4,000, spread 
across small villages.

• Economy: Primarily tourism and agriculture 
(olive oil, honey, aromatic plants).

• Challenges: Youth out migration, 
sustainability issues (natural resources, 
infrastructure) and Citizen Engagement.

• Opportunities: Sustainable/alternative 
tourism, agricultural innovation.
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SMART SOLUTIONS UNDER DEVELOPMENT
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SMART SOLUTIONS UNDER DEVELOPMENT
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SMART SOLUTIONS UNDER DEVELOPMENT
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TARGET GROUPS 
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Τhe target groups identified for the Smart 
Solutions on Kythera include:
• Local Residents: Particularly young people 

and those involved in traditional activities, 
like beekeeping, olive farming, and herb 
farming.

• Local Businesses: Owners and employees 
of tourism-related businesses, agricultural 
enterprises, and local shops.

• Educational Institutions: Schools involved 
in local research and educational programs.

• Local Authorities: Municipal officials and 
public safety teams responsible for 
infrastructure and community welfare.

• Environmental Organizations: NGOs and 
local groups focused on environmental 
conservation and sustainable practices.

• Tourists: Visitors who engage with the 
island’s natural and cultural heritage.



futural-project.eu

LEARNING NEEDS 
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KEY INSIGHTS AND REFLECTION

30

Stakeholder Engagement:
• Involve the right stakeholders at the right time.
• Focus on output, less on the process.

Communication:
• Language (English) & terminology are a barrier.
• Visualization is very helpful.
• Clear communication is essential.

Challenges:
• Timing is a challenge.
• Gathering participants is difficult.
• Explaining technology is challenging.

EU Rural Innovation Forum | Amorebieta Etxano, Basque Country, Spain | 14 May

What Worked Well:
• Interactive workshops were appreciated.
• Content was relevant (digital skills, sustainability).
• Youth involvement was supported.
• Collaboration with experts was valued.
• In-person training was preferred.
• Feedback collection is crucial.

Reflection for Future Activities:
• Refine training programs.
• Continue community engagement.
• Adapt to participant schedules.
• Ensure practical & culturally appropriate content.
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Thank you for your attention!
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PONGAU (Austria)
Learning Journey

futural-project.eu

14th May 2025, Durangaldea, Spain
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CONTEXT
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● Insert a picture/map of 

the context on your 

right

● Add a brief description 

of the context here -

you can copy and paste 

from the DP but avoid 

inserting too much text

● Bullet points are fine



Copy cover slide from DP
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KEY CHALLENGES

Your key challenges are already represented with icons and 
descriptions in your Digital Portfolio on Miro.
To include the slide here, you can:

● Right-click on the Miro slide and choose “Copy as image” or 

“Export as image.”

● Alternatively, take a screenshot from your Miro board or from 

the PDF file of your DP — just ensure the image quality is 

sufficient.

35EU Rural Innovation Forum | Amorebieta Etxano, Basque Country, Spain | 14 May
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SMART SOLUTIONS 1: 
online circular bioeconomic  platform

The platform supports sustainable regional development by showcasing the 
benefits of alternative valorisation of local resources.

Key Features:

• Analysis of specific residue streams, such as sewage sludge and food waste 
from tourism

• Evaluation of valorisation options through multi-criteria assessment
• Visualization of feasible pathways using Sankey diagrams

Objective:
To guide stakeholders in making informed decisions on resource use, 
demonstrating how circular solutions can benefit the Pongau region 
economically, environmentally, and socially.

Outcome:
Promotion of circular bioeconomy practices, reduction of waste, and 
improved resource efficiency

36EU Rural Innovation Forum | Amorebieta Etxano, Basque Country, Spain | 14 May
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TARGET GROUPS 
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● Insert a picture of the 

CB workshop on your 

right

● Add information about 

the main takeaways 

from your CB activities, 

with a particular focus 

on the target groups 

involved
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SMART SOLUTIONS 2: 
Vacancy management online platform 

▪ Pongau faces significant vacancy challenges with 12% 
commercial and 8% residential empty properties.

▪ Three key issues drive this problem: demographic 
shifts, tourism seasonality, and complex ownership 
structures.

▪ Municipalities have implemented innovative 
solutions. Inventory mapping and owner outreach 
show promise.

▪ EU funding and digital platforms wants to offer better 
future possibilities.

38EU Rural Innovation Forum | Amorebieta Etxano, Basque Country, Spain | 14 May
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TARGET GROUPS 
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● Insert a picture of the 

CB workshop on your 

right

● Add information about 

the main takeaways 

from your CB activities, 

with a particular focus 

on the target groups 

involved
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LEARNING NEEDS 
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● Insert a picture of the 

CB workshop on your 

right

● Add information about 

the main takeaways 

from your CB activities, 

with a particular focus 

on the learning needs 

identified 
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KEY INSIGHTS AND REFLECTION

41

• Share key insights about how the CB process 
unfolded.

• Highlight what worked well — or what didn’t 
— and why.

• Reflect on how this experience could shape 
future activities, whether within your project 
or in broader collaborations.

EU-wide Rural Innovation Forum, 14- 15 May 2025, Durangaldea, Spain
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Copy cover slide from DP
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Copy cover slide from DP
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Copy cover slide from DP



futural-project.eu

Copy cover slide from DP
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Copy cover slide from DP
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Thank you for your attention!
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Westhoek
(Flanders, 
Belgium)
Learning Journey

futural-project.eu

14th May 2025, Durangaldea, Spain
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CONTEXT

49

• 17 muncipalities
• 202.855 inhabitants
• more than 100 (small) villages
• bordering France and the North Sea
• coast, polder, Ijzer and- handzamevalley, 

hills
• most rural region of Flanders
• agriculture important economic sector
• mainly SME business
• lack of staff in various sectors
• aging population, braindrain
• impact climate change 
• 4 drinking water production centres
• a lot of small villages without amenities
• population decline in some villages
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KEY CHALLENGES
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SMART SOLUTIONS UNDER DEVELOPMENT
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TARGET GROUPS 
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Use smart solutions as a policy 
instrument, target groups are 
mainly professionals
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TARGET GROUPS 
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• it takes an effort to engage stakeholders
• a balanced composition of the workshops is 

necessary
• important to have some specialist in the 

workshops
• new stakeholders or new representatives of 

stakeholders sometimes create new 
expectations

• the involvement of the service providers in 
the workshops is crucial

• The two CB workshops allowed us to take 
important steps forward in the development 
of the smart solutions.
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LEARNING NEEDS 
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KEY INSIGHTS AND REFLECTION
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• Involve the right stakeholders at the right time, not everyone all the time

• Stakeholders are very interested in the output, but less in the process 

• The English language combined with the technical terminology is a barrier

• Visualising things helps a lot

• Better alignment of workshop content with stakeholder expectations

• Timing is a challenge, a complex puzzle

• Objective of a CC and CB workshop are in practice much more mixed up

• One approach for all MAPS and all smart solutions has its limitations

EU Rural Innovation Forum | Amorebieta Etxano, Basque Country, Spain | 14 May



56

Thank you for your attention!
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FUTURAL Smart Solutions: 
Empowering Rural Innovation

1

2:15
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Nikos Tantaroudas, Institute of Communications and Computer Systems
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Circular Bioeconomy, Biodiversity and Ecosystem Management

2

▪ Development of a methodology for residual biomass mapping, 
analysis and visualization  (stakeholder collaboration, material flow 
analysis, multi -criteria analysis)

▪ Development of Good Practice Sheet (Food Waste)
▪ Definition of circular solutions for sewage sludge utilization, initial 

analysis of material flow and sankey visualizations
▪ vacancy management tool was added to repurpose unused 

buildings for circular economy applications.
▪ pre-definition of underutilized vacant building types for circular 

bioeconomy applications

Circular Bioeconomy

EU Rural Innovation Forum| Zelaieta Zentroa, Amorebieta Etxano, Spain| 14-15 May 2025



futural-project.eu

Circular Bioeconomy, Biodiversity and Ecosystem Management

3

● Development of Circular Bioeconomy SS 
Methodology

● Stakeholder engagement for co-elaboration of 
regional CBE pathways

● Identification of key utilizable residue streams -
sewage sludge

● Data collection for material flow analysis
● Best practice identification on food waste 

utilization
● Identification of vacancy management tools in 

place

Circular Bioeconomy key components

EU Rural Innovation Forum| Zelaieta Zentroa, Amorebieta Etxano, Spain| 14-15 May 2025
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Circular Bioeconomy, Biodiversity and Ecosystem Management

4

Online Circular Bioeconomy Platform

➔Home: Overview of the
circular Bioeconomy SS
with key information and
an interactive map of
Pongau
➔About: Introduction to
circular Bioeconomy,
project goals, objectives,
and key partners.
➔Scenarios Analysis:
Information on valorization
scenarios and
visualizations of residue
streams

EU Rural Innovation Forum| Zelaieta Zentroa, Amorebieta Etxano, Spain| 14-15 May 2025
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Circular Bioeconomy, Biodiversity and Ecosystem Management

5

Online Circular Bioeconomy Platform

➔Vacant Buildings: A
searchable database of vacant
properties
➔Best Practices: Educational
resources and best practices
within the circular economy
domain.
➔Contact: FAQ section and
contact information for

additional support

EU Rural Innovation Forum| Zelaieta Zentroa, Amorebieta Etxano, Spain| 14-15 May 2025
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Circular Bioeconomy, Biodiversity and Ecosystem Management

6

1) Drone-based Monitoring: Drone-based thermal data gathering on bison 
location and population is going as planned, collected data is being analyzed.
2) AI Model Development/ Platform development: Object detection and 
classification models are being trained and tested on the data collected 
through drones. 
2) Stakeholder Engagement: Communication with relevant stakeholders 
(farmer associations, academia, Jonava citizens) is ongoing.
3) Biodiversity Score System: A theoretical method is developed, and data 
collection can be carried out. Educational content is created to inform end-
users about Biodiversity and its impact on the environment 
4) A Wildlife Monitoring Tool: a mobile app, enabling users to report bison 
sightings and track incidents. 

Biodiversity and Ecosystem Management
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Circular Bioeconomy, Biodiversity and Ecosystem Management

7

Key Results

Biodiversity and Ecosystem Management

1) Drone-based Monitoring: Drone-based 
thermal data gathering on bison location 
and population is going as planned, 
collected data is being analyzed.

2) AI Model Development/ Platform 
development: Object detection and 
classification models are being trained 
and tested on the data collected. It 
shows good results so far. Working on 
item count and coordinates calculation.
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Circular Bioeconomy, Biodiversity and Ecosystem Management

8

Wildlife 
Monitoring 

Tool

➔ Easy 
Navigation:
Report bison 
sightings, access 
biodiversity 
stats, and track 
incidents 
effortlessly.

➔ Interactive 
Map: Visualize 
bison sightings 
and filter by 
damage reports.
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Circular Bioeconomy, Biodiversity and Ecosystem Management

9

Wildlife 
Monitoring 

Tool

➔ Detailed Reports: Includes 
bison count, damage 
status, date, time, and 
location.

➔ Real-Time Monitoring:
Enables dynamic data 
collection for ecosystem 
management.

EU Rural Innovation Forum| Zelaieta Zentroa, Amorebieta Etxano, Spain| 14-15 May 2025



futural-project.eu

Circular Bioeconomy, Biodiversity and Ecosystem Management

10

Wildlife Monitoring Tool

EU Rural Innovation Forum| Zelaieta Zentroa, Amorebieta Etxano, Spain| 14-15 May 2025

● Select Sighting Date: i) Users can manually 
select a specific date from an intuitive 
calendar interface ii) Offers an option for 
quick selection of the current date iii) 
Enhances accuracy in sighting records

● Select Sighting Details: i) Users input the 
exact date, optional time, and precise 
location using GPS coordinates. ii) Provides 
clear input fields to detail the number of 
bisons sighted. iii) Optional toggle for 
reporting damages caused by the herd. Iv) 
Additional space provided for users to add 
other relevant observations
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Climate adaptation and mitigation

11

1) Identification of water-related challenges in Birda and Westhoek
MAPs and suitable modelling approaches for the development of
climate adaptation strategies in face of a changing climate

2) Model development:

● Westhoek MAP: a fully-distributed, integrated hydrological model
for the Handzamevaart catchment using the MIKE SHE modelling
system

● Birda MAP: coupled 1D-2D hydrodynamic model for the Barzava
river/canal using HEC-RAS

3) Online Platform: An online platform for the delivery of hydrological
models will be provided two the two rural communities.
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Climate adaptation and mitigation

12

Key Results

Initial version of the hydrological model 
for the Westhoek MAP.

Initial setup of the hydrodynamic river 
model for the Birda MAP.

Overview of the inputs required for model development Overview of the inputs required for model development

● Preliminary model results are available
EU Rural Innovation Forum| Zelaieta Zentroa, Amorebieta Etxano, Spain| 14-15 May 2025
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Climate adaptation and mitigation

13

Online Platform for delivery of hydrological models

➔Introduction page with access to
information and basic description of use
cases as well as interactive map and
responsive navbar
➔ Model and Data Page representing
hydrological and hydrodynamic models
➔Climate Change scenarios page with
interactive region specific scenarios
➔Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) page
with interactive environment for
examining region specific KPIs
➔Adaptation strategies page with
interactive features to visualize
adaptation strategies, feasibility
deployment and outcomes
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Resilience to shocks 

14

❑Use cases identified for road bridges in rural areas (Berriz bridge in 

Durangaldea and Diakofti bridge in Kythira) and research works in 

progress for both.

❑ iSHM / SHM algorithms for bridges have been identified and are 

under development. (sensors on the bridge and on passing vehicles)

❑Online crowdsensing platform for infrastructure health 

monitoring: An online platform is delivered to allow rural citizens 

report and accessing issues identified on the road network and 

nearby bridges and to monitor in real time the health status of bridges 

provided by an analysis carried out from the data acquired by the 

sensors.
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Resilience to shocks 

15

Online Crowdsensing Platform for infrastructure health monitoring 

➔ Home: Overview of the platform and 
project details.

➔ About: Answers to common questions 
about the use cases and the platform.

➔ Issue Tracking: Tool for users to log 
infrastructure-related problems.

➔ Monitoring: Real-time monitoring of 
health status of bridges, historical data, 
and insights.

➔ Announcements: Updates and alerts 
from the MAPs.
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Citizen engagement and quality of life

1. Needs assessments in collaboration with MAP leaders 
led to focus on crowdsourcing of user reports. Greece: 

2. Choice of the most appropriate technical solution(s): 
two different iterations, both based on FixMyStreet 
(open source software)

3. Development of MVP version(s) of both smart solutions 
(M12): Man Rūpi (I care) for Jonava and FixMy KYTHERA 
TRAILS for Kythira

4. Further work on refining features and workflow, 
troubleshooting, testing

Citizen Engagement 

EU Rural Innovation Forum| Zelaieta Zentroa, Amorebieta Etxano, Spain| 14-15 May 2025



futural-project.eu

Citizen engagement and quality of life
Key Results

Citizen Engagement 

Development  (MVP + work-in-progress towards alpha-version) of 2 different iterations of the 
smart solution with bespoke features.

● Common features
○ Open source software
○ User-friendly interface, optimised for use on mobile devices (most common use case)
○ User types: super-admin / staff / registered user / non-registered user
○ Reporting workflow: Locate > Fine-tune > Select category > Provide details > Confirm & 

Send
○ Issue handling workflow: View reports > Moderate/Amend details > Assign remedial 

action  > Change report status
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Citizen engagement and quality of life
Jonava

Citizen Engagement 

Man Rūpi (I care) - Jonava 

● Reporting of issues in the municipality is closer to original 
purpose/use-case of FixMyStreet

● Definition of categories and responsible entities in collaboration 
with Municipality of Jonava

● Translation of key contents into Lithuanian (language in which the 
platform will be used)

● Field testing completed in December 2024
● Branding in line with Jonava municipal colours
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Citizen engagement and quality of life
Key Results / Kythira

Citizen Engagement 

FixMy KYTHERATRAILS - Kythira

● Adapting the tool to reports linked to hiking trail management 
(one of KIPA’s competencies)

● Definition of categories relevant to hiking trails and nature 
conservation in collaboration with KIPA

● Translation of key contents into Greek while preserving dual 
language (EN-EL) capability for both residents and tourists)

● Branding in line with KIPA’s KytheraTrails
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Citizen engagement and quality of life

20

The MAPs are struggling with typical rural problems such as depopulation, an ageing population, closure 
and loss of infrastructure. The Quality of Life domain is concerned with supporting the MAPs in their 
regional planning processes. A tool is being developed with which the MAPs can identify and visualize 
underserved areas. It can analyze the accessibility of the region and “what if” scenarios can be simulated. 
Example: How would accessibility change if a bus stop/supermarket/pharmacy was built or closed in a 
certain location and how would this affect the population in terms of numbers?

Activities
● Identifying the requirements of MAPs for the Smart Solution (Capacity Building 

Workshops)
● Acquisition of geodata and structure of a comprehensive geodatabase
● Development of a unique methodology for the analysis of accessibility in the 

individual regions
● Development of a universal digital application tool for MAPs in order to carry out 

analyses independently and to be able to approach experiments beyond the 
project period.

● Development of an online platform for citizens to access and assess the 
accessibility in their areas in Westhoek and Durangaldea

Quality of Life
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Citizen engagement and quality of life

21

Key Results
Quality of Life

Graphical User Interface of Smart Solution (Alpha 
Version)
● Executable as .exe file
● Developed with python and open source libraries
● Base version for both MAPs

○ MAP specific features
● One-stop-platform to perform accessibility analysis
● Users can select various parameters themselves, 

depending on the specific use case

Smart Solution 

Workflow
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T3.4:Citizen engagement and quality of life

22

Quality of Life

1. Bike-accessibility to supermarkets 
2. Averaged accessibility for different 

modes of transportation
3. Respective population in relation to 

travel time and the different 
infrastructure categories

1. Different scenarios for 
a supermarket location

2. Averaged accessibility 
for different modes of 
transportation

3. Population change, 
urbanization change 
and accessibility 
change from 2018 -
2024
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Citizen engagement and quality of life

23

Accessibility Analysis Platform

➔ Home: Responsive overview with navigation to key 
platform features.

➔ About: Information on the platform's purpose and 
objectives.

➔ Accessibility Analysis: Interactive maps with travel times 
and distances for selected regions and amenities.

➔ Suggestions Form: Tool for reporting accessibility issues 
and providing recommendations to authorities.

➔ FAQ: Common questions about the platform and its 
functionalities.

➔ Contact: Details for reaching out to platform 
administrators or local authorities.
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Lifelong education and training

24

1) Established the EdX platform, a toolkit for Massive Online 
Open Courses (MOOC).

2) Co-creation activities provided valuable feedback to tailor 
the courses to the needs of MAPs, Birda and Kythira.

3) Created 5 courses for both MAPs and finalized the MVP 
version of the platform.

4) Collected feedback from capacity-building workshops, and 
the content improvement phase is underway.

5) Brainstormed themes for video content to engage users, 
with development currently in progress.
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T3.5: Lifelong education and training

25

Key Results

Example from Course 3, ‘Advanced Techniques in 

Water Management’ (Romanian language version)

Example from Course 2, ‘Precision Olive Farming: 

Cultivating Excellence through Advanced Agricultural 

Techniques.’ (English language version)
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New section “Let’s Conclude” in Unit 2.7 (Greek 

language version)
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Lifelong education and training

26

Key Results

Lists of 5 courses

1. Precision Agriculture for Sustainable 
Farming

2. Precision Olive Farming: Cultivating 
Excellence Through Advanced Agricultural 
Techniques

3. Advanced Techniques in Water 
Management

4. Modernizing Herb Farming with Precision 
Techniques

5. Unveiling the Magical World of Beekeeping The "My Courses" dashboard of the FUTURAL learning 
platform, displaying a catalog of courses available to 

users.
EU Rural Innovation Forum| Zelaieta Zentroa, Amorebieta Etxano, Spain| 14-15 May 2025



futural-project.eu

Lifelong education and training

27

Key Results

MVP version of the courses: The courses are divided into units, and are translated into local 
languages Romanian (for Birda) and Greek (for Kythira), in addition to English.

Example of the course “Precision Agriculture for Sustainable 

Farming” (English language).

Example of the course “Advanced Techniques in Water 

Management” (Romanian language)

Example of the course “Unveiling the Magical World of 

Beekeeping” (Greek language)
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Lifelong education and training

28

Let’s collaborate: Reflections & Next Steps

❑ Insights & Lessons Learned

• Co-design with MAP users was essential for relevance but required ongoing iteration.

• Data availability and integration across tools (e.g. wildlife, vacancy building database, residual biomass data, hydrological models, accessibility maps) posed 

technical challenges

• Translation of local knowledge into digital platforms (e.g. FixMyTrails, Biodiversity Tool) is complex but rewarding 

❑ Open Challenges 

• Ensuring scalability and sustainability of Smart Solutions post-project

• Harmonising visualization and search functionality across the Metasearch Platform

• Balancing general-purpose usability with MAP-specific customization needs.

❑ Let’s Discuss

• Where do you see opportunities to collaborate or align tools? 

• How can we make the Smart Solutions more impactful? 
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Any Questions?
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Making Smart Solutions 
accessible with the FUTURAL 
Meta-Search Platform

1

2:15

EU Rural Innovation Forum | Amorebieta Etxano, Basque Country, Spain | 14-15 May

Matei Popovici, Natural University of Science & Technology Politehnica of Bucharest
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Metasearch platform

● Discover and explore Smart Services faster

● Access 47+ services in one place
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Quality of life 
Smart Service
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Quality of life 
Smart Service Can end users use such a 

dataset directly?

Keyword search often 
requires knowing what 
you are looking for
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Quality of life 
Smart Service

M
etasearch platform

I am on the bike, what's 
the closest hospital to 
Etxeazpia kalea in 
Abadiño?
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MS-platform-demo-1.mp4

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1qVyntWLkpEUdMUphTT7DAnk9lCo2yp9j/view
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How does it work?

M
etasearch 
platform

DeepSeek R1 - 8B

Fine-tuned 
Language 

Model

API for 
DLR 
dataset 

I am on the bike, what's 
the closest hospital to 
Etxeazpia kalea in 
Abadiño?
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How does it scale?

LLama 3 - 8B

DeepSeek R1  - 8B

Delegates text 
generation to 

Expert 1

API 3
API 1

Interviewer

LLM

Expert 1 
response

Expert 1

LLM

LLama 3 - 8B

LLama 3 - 70B

API 2

API 4

Expert 2

LLM

Expert 3

LLM

Integrates answers 
from experts
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Building Digital Competences 
for Smart Rural Communities
Tools and Insights

1

3 – 4.30 PM
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Agenda
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Time Duration (min) Description Contributor  

3:00 - 3:15 15’ Welcome and introduction to the session: 

digital competences and scaffold tool

Carlo Giua, 

Brigida Marovelli 

(UNIPI)

3:15 - 3:20 5’ Organisation of breakout rooms UNIPI

3:20 - 4:10 50’ Scaffold cards tool to design digital learning 

experiences in rural areas: application in 

MAPs contexts

All

4:10 - 4:20 10’ Evaluation of the Workshop

All

4:20 - 4:25 5’ Organisation of breakout rooms UNIPI

4:25 - 4:30 5’ Wrap-up and conclusion UNIPI
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Objective
This Workshop is part of the FUTURAL Capacity Building program. Today trainers and CB program recipients meet to finalize 
the organization and the structure of the following DELIVERY phase of the program (Training Workshops, to be held from 
September to December 2025).

More in details, two are the goals of the session:

1. Assisting FUTURAL partners in progressing with the CB program;
2. Showcasing and sharing with the larger rural audience how to design a competence-oriented training session.

Materials and tools.
➔ Digital Competence Framework for Citizens (DigComp). This framework has been developed by Joint Research

Centre (JRC) and provides a common understanding to identify and describe the key areas of digital competences.
➔ Scaffold Cards tool. Developed by JRC and European Training Foundation aims at assisting educators in designing

learning experiences that foster the development of key competences among learners

Introduction to the session

3EU Rural Innovation Forum | Amorebieta Etxano, Basque Country, Spain | 14 May
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FUTURAL Capacity Building Program
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Testing
M13-M24

1° EU-RIF event (by May 2025)

Piloting: M25–M39

2° EU-RIF event
(by May 2026)

Demonstration:
M40–M47

3° EU-RIF event
(by April 2027)

Capacity Building phase:
assess and analyse
(M13-M17)

Capacity Building phase:
design
(M24)

Capacity Building phase: deliver
(M25-M29)

Capacity Building phase: evaluate
(M40-M47)

Object of Capacity 
building Workshop
(UNIPI+
ERCA+
PREPARE)

1° STEP - Community engagement

CB Workshops to:
•define target groups and learning 
needs (AUA, ERCA, PREPARE, MAPs 
and UNIPI)
•train facilitators (UNIPI)

3° STEP - Creating value for the 
community

CB Workshop to: 
● present the MVP version of the SS 

(both developed at MAP level and 
OC funded) 

● present the preliminary CB 
evidence through the first draft of 
the Digital Portfolio;

● selection/refinement of learning 
needs/competences that MAPs 
would like to develop in next CB 
Workshops

5° STEP - Taking action

CB Workshops to:
•share training module on skills, 
competences needed to make the 
best use of the Alpha versions;
•transfer and share capacities 
acquired to the extended rural 
community;

6° STEP - Reflections and feedbacks

CB Workshops to:
•present the Alpha version of the SS 
(both developed at MAP level and OC-
funded)
•share an overview of the main 
typologies of skills, competences 
(specific and transversal) needed to deal 
with the overall Smart Solutions funded 
by OC call
•Reflect on the CB process and report 
feedback on the learning experience 
(from MAPs target groups and MAP 
leaders) - presentation of the first draft 
of the MAPs CB digital portfolio

7° STEP - Demonstrations and progress sharing

Final CB Workshop to:
•demonstrate Beta version of the SS (both developed at MAP 
level and OC-funded)
•evaluate capacities developed by MAP and show progresses 
made by sharing CB output/evidences - presentation of final 
version of MAPs digital portfolios

Training: material 
content (AUA)

2° STEP
On the base of the learning needs 
defined in Step 1, AUA coordinates 
the training content creation/ 
assembling

4° STEP
•On the base of the learning/competence needs defined in Step 3, AUA 
coordinates the training content creation/ assembling for the 2nd Co-creation 
Workshop (5° step)
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DESIGN Phase
EU Digital Competences Framework for citizens

5EU Rural Innovation Forum | Amorebieta Etxano, Basque Country, Spain | 14 May

5 Competence areas 21 Digital competences
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DESIGN Phase
EU Digital Competences Framework for citizens
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DESIGN Phase
Scaffold Cards Tool - by JRC
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Scaffold cards can be used by educators to design both short lessons and longer educational activities. It can be used individually
or in groups.
In today’s workshop, we will be using (in sequence):
1.Setting cards
2.Planning cards
3.DigiComp Cards
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DESIGN Phase
Scaffold Cards Tool - by JRC
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Scaffold cards will guide us (in working groups) in following the
phases to develop a competence-oriented training session.

➔ Cards typology (Setting, Planning, Digital competences)
will support in focusing on separate training design
phases;

➔ Specific cards (Target or Competence card d.1 - Searching
information and digital content) will support working
group participants on how to define content and
organizational aspects:

◆ Select the cards you want to focus on to organize
the next Workshop training;

◆ Discuss the training content and organizational
aspects to be defined

◆ Write down notes deriving from groups discussion
alongside cards
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Participants & roles
➔ MAP leaders provide the local learning context and give inputs to define the next CB Workshop learning content
➔ SS Providers support the MAP leaders in selecting the competences to develop and in the definition of the learning 

content material;
➔ Note-taker (on the A3 poster). MAP leader/SS Providers or a facilitator will take notes in forms of key words associated 

at each aspect evoked by the cards. 
➔ Facilitator. This figure has the responsibility to favor and manage the interactions between the FUTURAL project’s 

insiders (directly working at the table) and the external participants as active participants to the discussion;
➔ Other participants might give inputs to the session, asking questions and/or suggesting alternative approaches, 

additional aspects to consider, etc.

Outline of the Workshop
Phases at the Working Tables - 50’

9EU Rural Innovation Forum | Amorebieta Etxano, Basque Country, Spain | 14 May

1. Introduction to MAP learning context - 15’. MAP leaders will recap the learning context and training inputs 
(already collected during the first CB Workshop)

2. Planning the learning experience - 30’. MAPs and SS choose the digital competences’ areas that they want to 
deepen during the next CB training Workshop

3. Finalisation of the learning experience organization - 15’. Once defined the training Workshop structure and 
content, its organization should be refined and finalised.

4. Workshop evaluation - 10’. Workshop is evaluated by all participants (survey filling)



futural-project.eu

Objective. MAP leaders recap the context and 
training inputs already collected by referring to the 
Scaffold cards available:

Activities. MAP leaders report the information 
available with  reference to the following setting cards: 

• Objective. The goal of the training activity (e.g. to 
use a SS or wider)

• Real Life links. Examples of real life issues 
connected (e.g. MAP challenges and related 
potential use of SS) 

• Target groups. Categories of local stakeholders 
recipients of the training

• Learning Needs Expressed needs related to the 
content of the training (if available, make reference 
to the digital competences)

1. Introduction to MAP learning context 
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2. Planning the learning experience 
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Objective. MAPs and SS will select the digital 
competences they are and will be working on during the 
following CB Workshop.

Activities. 
• MAPs and SS choose the digital competences they 

are and will be working on (among the list of the 
outlined in the DigiComp framework). Focus on the 
competences needed to use the Smart Solutions.

• Starting competence level. If previously collected 
by MAP leaders (CB Workshop 1) are discussed, 
otherwise for each competence chosen one of the 4 
proficiency categories are assigned (basic, 
intermediate, advanced, highly advanced). 

• Training content of the future CB Workshop is 
discussed among MAPs and SS providerson the base 
the competences selected
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3. Finalising the learning experience organization
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Objective. MAPs and SS Providers finalise the 
Workshop organization and outline a precise schedule 
and plan to get to the Workshop

Activities. 
• The resources needed should be outlined, with 

reference to both supporting materials (spaces)  and 
external speakers/trainers to be invited (Resources 
card).

• Workshop plan is outlined, making use of the 
Timeline and Duration cards. 

• MAPs and SS will outline the list of activities that 
will need to be followed (e.g. collection of starting 
level’s evidence, organise the Alpha version 
showcase, gathering materials, etc.)
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4. Evaluation
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• Every participant is expected to fill the evaluation survey (QR code will be shown);
• Facilitators will collect evidence on the learning experiences (e.g. Workshops outputs, participation

lists, media from the event).

Expected outputs
• MAP leaders knows why, how and when to organize the CB Workshop in phase 3 (deliver). Preparatory

actions are planned (data collection finalisation on target groups, learning needs, starting competence
level, etc.);

• SS Providers knows on which topics and competences (areas and dimensions) they have to structure
the next training;

• All understand the functionality of the Scaffold cards tool and observe its live implementation.



futural-project.eu

Let’s start!
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Participants 

categories
Room1 Room 2 Room 3

MAPs Westhoek Kythira Jonava Pongau Durangaldea

MAP leaders Jan Leicher Antonia Fatsea
Aksana 

Zacharova

Josef 

Fannninger
Irene Zuazo

SS Providers IHE Delft Lisbon Council ART21 Alchemia 
DLR & 

Technalia

Smart Solutions
Hydrological 

model

Hiking trail 

platform

Biodiversity 

score

Bioeconomy 

platform

Accessibility 

platform

Note taker Louise Lennon
Brigida 

Marovelli

Leotrim 

Gërmizaj

Kim 

Smedlund
SS providers

Facilitator
Vanessa 

Halhead
Ari Lomis

Miodrag 

Matavulj
Tom Jones Carlo Giua
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Working tables timeline - 60 mins

15

Working tables activities Timeline

1. Introduction to MAP learning context 15 Mins | 3:20 - 3:35 

2. Planning the learning experience 30 Mins | 3:35 - 3:55

3. Finalisation of the learning experience 15 Mins | 3:55 - 4:10 

4. Workshop evaluation 10 Mins | 4:10 - 4:20 

Building Digital Competencies for Smart Rural Communities| Amorebieta-Etxano | 14/05/2025
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Rural Innovation in Policies: 
Are Policies less smart than 
smart rural areas? 

Carla Lostrangio, European Association for 
Innovation in Local Development (AEIDL)

1EU Rural Innovation Forum | Amorebieta Etxano, Basque Country, Spain | 14 May
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Innovation vs. Policy process

2
EU Rural Innovation Forum | Amorebieta Etxano, Basque Country, Spain | 14 

May

A detailed Map of EU Law-Making: Explained. Source: Fabian 

Bohnenberger, 2024.

https://fabianbohnenberger.com/2024/11/03/a-detailed-map-of-eu-law-making-explained/
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EU Context

3
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Analysis of existing policy and governance frameworks impacting smart 
community-led innovation

EU-Level Support

Support To: 

Digital/Social Innovation

CLLD, Rural Development

Support Type

54 Governance frameworks

Compliance rules & processes

Cooperation Frameworks

Working Groups

Networks & Initiatives

Specialised Agencies & Bodies

Information & Knowledge 

Platforms

41 Policy Frameworks, Measures, Programmes
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EU-Level Support

EU Rural Innovation Forum | Amorebieta Etxano, Basque Country, Spain | 14 May

• 2,678 Local Action Groups (vs. 217 LAGs in 
1991)

• 5 bln EUR (7.7% of EAFRD)
• Approximately 65% of the rural population in 

the EU-27

Source: Lostrangio, C., Pazos-Vidal, S. (2025). Existing policies and 

governance framreworks supporting community-led innovation in rural areas. 

€ 750 million planned to support 
bottom-up community-led local 

development strategies (CLLD) via the 
ERDF and ESF+, 

• 2,624 Smart Villages foreseen
• 18 CAP SPs planned interventions via 

LEADER
• 5 CAP SPs planned dedicated 

interventions 
• 6 CAP SPs more than 1 rural 

development interventions

Horizon Europe
EU’s Long-Term Vision for Rural Areas

Social Economy Action Plan 
New European Bauhaus, CERV programme

Digital Decade Programme

LEADER in the CAP

Smart Villages

CLLD in Cohesion Policy

Other policy & 
policy instruments
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Analysis of rural innovation policies in 6 countries (Austria, Belgium, 
Greece, Lithuania, Romania, Spain)

National and regional level support

6
EU Rural Innovation Forum | Amorebieta Etxano, Basque Country, Spain | 14 May

• ERDF- Smart Regions using 
CLLD (AU), local economic 
development in marginal 
areas (ES)

• ESF+- Community-based 
services (LT), social 
economy (LT, RO)

• Most interventions target 
innovation but not 
explicitly rural 
communities!

CAP Strategic Plans Cohesion Policy Other policy & 
policy instruments

• LEADER funding: 5/6 countries >5% 
mandatory earmarking (ES- 10% of 
EAFRD to LEADER)

• But quite uneven approach!
• Digitalisation in agriculture (R3)-

from >80% in Flanders-BE to <1% in 
Wallonia-Be and RO

• EIP Group Projects: approx. 400 in GR 
to <10 in Wallonia-BE

• GP: Smart Village: LT- KP21sum 
intervention for 15 mln EUR (600k EUR 
for SV strategy)- 25 total strategies

• Interreg Italy-Austria: 
financed CLLD via 4 projects 
- Terra Raetica, Wipptal, 
Dolomiti Live, HEurOpen

• Digibanks in Flanders 
(BE):350-500k EUR run by 
local partnerships

• Smart Village Kit (RO) 
proposed to municipalities 
by the Association for Smart 
City and Smart Villages



futural-project.eu

• Cohesion Policy's Role: Allocates more 
funds to rural development beyond 
farming than CAP Pillar II, but LEADER 
(under CAP) is by far more relevant to 
finance community-led initiatives. 

• LEADER’s popularity and limitations:
yet facing structural, bureaucratic 
limitations and incomplete territorial 
coverage. 

• Smart Villages: offers a targeted 
approach for community-led innovation 
within both CAP and Cohesion Policy, 
but its uptake and budgetary allocation 
remain limited.

Key Take-Aways on Policy

7

• Beyond CAP/Cohesion: Sectoral programs (e.g., 
Horizon Europe, New European Bauhaus, Social 
Climate Funds) offer valuable alternatives to 
diversity fund for rural innovation but are often 
spatially blind or less accessible to local 
initiatives.

• Lack of Ad-hoc strategies and policy 
misalignment: lack specific policies for 
community-led innovation, and poor integration 
into sectoral digital and social innovation 
policies as well as innovation and industrial 
policies/strategies at national and EU level (e.g. 
EU Competitiveness Compass). 

EU Rural Innovation Forum | Amorebieta Etxano, Basque Country, Spain | 14 May
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Key Take-Aways on Governance

8
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• Multi-Level Governing Landscape: Rural innovation is influenced by policies developed
both at EU and Member State levels. EU Funding Treaties and existing governance
mechanisms offer (in theory) legislative and operational basis for advocate for stronger
support for community-led rural innovation, but (in practice) they are too complex for
communities to understand and engage with.

• Constrained national space for communities: Local authorities and civil society
networks are increasingly financially constrained, facing imbalance between local duties
and municipal size (e.g. ‘right on municipal uniformity’ in Spain), geopolitical instability.

• Technical and Financial Needs: is a major barrier to civil society representatives (e.g.
rural networks, associations). Excessive bureaucracy or rigid regulations harshen this.
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Our Recommendations

9

Formal Recognition of the 
transformative role of 
community-led innovation

Mainstream Political & Financial 
Support with 8% Mandatory 
Earmarking and Territorially 
Proof all EU Policies

Shift the Focus to Rural 
Innovation Ecosystems rather 
than individual Solutions

Systematise Inclusion of Local 
Voices beyond Token 
Approaches

Align Rural Development with Sectoral 
Policies reinforcing  existing 
Governance mechanisms

Enhance Digital Skills & infrastructures, 
with caution on marginalised 
communities

Allow Regulatory Flexibility to allow 
innovation to happen now

Apply the ‘Do not harm to EU Cohesion’ 
principle across all territorially 
relevant EU policies

EU Rural Innovation Forum | Amorebieta Etxano, Basque Country, Spain | 14 May
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THANKS!
Clo@aeidl.eu
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